Assistant professor David Hayes is the Louie J. & Ella Pochobradsky professor of business administration and economics at Coe College. Hayes is a 1993 graduate of Coe, receiving his law degree and masters of law from the University of Iowa College of Law with high distinction and with membership to the Order of the Coif. Before returning to Coe, Professor Hayes practiced with the firm of Shuttleworth and Ingersoll, PLC, focusing on real estate and corporate transactions. In addition to his teaching duties, Professor Hayes also serves as the college’s legal advisor and directs Coe’s prelaw program.

Professor Hayes has spent his whole life playing in the outdoors, and enjoys all forms of outdoor recreation, including fly-fishing, canoeing, sailing, skiing, hunting, and backpacking. He has spent significant time in the Rocky Mountain West, backpacking and trout fishing in some of the most remote wilderness areas of the lower 48. During his college summers, he lived in West Yellowstone, Montana, working at the renowned Blue Ribbon Flies. This wide range of experience causes him to have a particular interest for considering the law’s role in protecting the environment and a strong passion for the Coe Wilderness Field Station. 

Of the Field Station, Hayes says, “I’ve talked to many alumni of the Field Station. Regardless of the decade or professional field, almost all list a class at the station as a transformative, rewarding experience that influences a person for the rest of one’s life. It presents such a unique learning environment that is both challenging and inspiring. It’s an incredible way to spend part of a summer.”

Professor Hayes is extremely active in the community, having served on several non-profit boards. He currently is a board member of the Cedar Rapids Community School Foundation. He is a member of several professional organizations including the Iowa Bar Association and the National Association of College and University Attorneys. He is married to Heather Hayes, a Presbyterian minister. Together they have three children, Mackenzie (9), Johanna (7) and Allison (5). Their household is shared with two friendly Labradors, Cody and Augie.

