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PSY 385
Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Dr. Mike Baker

	Office:

Phone: 

Office Hours:

Email:

Website:
	SH 116
399-8709 

Monday and Wednesday: 3 – 4 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday:  9:30 – 10:30 am

And by Appointment
mbaker@coe.edu
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	Texts:
	Required:  Behavior Principles in Everyday Life (4th Edition), Baldwin & Baldwin (2001), Prentice Hall



COURSE OVERVIEW

This course examines principles governing behavioral adjustment of individuals to environmental events.  We will focus on mechanisms of operant and respondent learning, and their role in acquisition and motivation of behavior and emotional responses.  Theoretical concepts are extended to practical applications used in behavior modification and behavior therapy. Applied topics may include health-related behaviors, sex and love, self-control, drug addiction, and psychological disorders.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
At Coe College, we expect academic integrity of all members of our community. Academic integrity assumes honesty about the nature of one's work in all situations. Such honesty is at the heart of the educational enterprise and is a pre-condition for intellectual growth.  Academic dishonesty interferes with the mission of the College and will be treated with the utmost seriousness as a violation of community standards. 

Cheating, plagiarism, deliberately impeding other students' work and misuse of common academic property, in the libraries, labs, and elsewhere are all forms of academic dishonesty and will be subject to one or more of the following sanctions:

1) failure of the assignment, i.e. exam, paper, lab report, etc.

2) failure of the class

3) suspension or expulsion

Students accused of academic dishonesty have the right to appeal any sanctions.  The full policy is printed in the college catalog, the student handbook, and is available on the Dean's web site.

Students should consult their professor, as well as materials in the library and writing center to learn more about how to avoid plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty.
EXAM SCHEDULE & COURSE POINTS

	Date
	Event 
	Notes
	Points

	M JAN 16
	Martin Luther King Birthday
	NO CLASSES
	-

	TBA
	Essay #1 Due
	After Respondent Learning Lecture
	10

	W FEB 6
	EXAM 1
	Unit 1 only
	100

	TBA
	B-Mod #1 Due
	Behavioral Definitions
Begin Baseline Functional Analysis
	10

	TBA
	Essay #2 Due
	After Factors Influencing Learning Lecture
	10

	M MAR 5 -
F MAR 9
	SPRING BREAK
	NO CLASSES
	-

	M MAR 12
	B-Mod #2 Due: 
Start Intervention
	Implement Treatment Plan
	10

	W FEB 29
	EXAM 2
	Unit 2 only
	100

	TBA
	Essay #3 Due
	After Maladaptive Behavior Lecture
	10

	TBA
	B-Mod #3 Due
	Follow-up Functional Analysis
	10

	F MAR 30
	EXAM 3
	Unit 3 only
	100

	F APR 20
	B-Mod #4 Due
	Final Analysis & Report
	15

	APR 20, 23, 25
	B-Mod Powerpoint Presentation
	Final Analysis & Report
	15

	M APR 30

2 pm
	FINAL EXAM 4
	Unit 4 + basic concepts from course
	150

	
	
	Total Points
	540


GRADING

Final course grades will be determined by your performance on exams, short essays, and your behavior modification project paper and presentation.   These 4 exams will cover material from both lecture and the associated reading assignments. The final will be partially cumulative. It will include new material covered after Exam 3, and fundamental concepts from the rest of the course.  Exams will consist of multiple choice, definitions, and/or short essay questions. Final grades will be assigned according to the following percentages.

Grading Scale
	A
93% and above
	B-
77-80%
	D+
61-64%

	A-
89-92
	C+
73-76%
	D
57-60%

	B+
85-88%
	C
69-72%
	D-
53-56%

	B
81-84%
	C-
65-68%
	F
52% and below.



LECTURE TOPICS
UNIT 1
	Topic 
	Reading

	What is Learning?
	

	Application of Learning & Behavior Theories
	Ch 1

	Nonassociative Learning
	Reserved Reading: Domjan (pp 28-51)

	Respondent (Pavlovian) Learning
	Ch 2 (pp 11-23) 
Reserved Reading: Little Albert Article  

	Operant (Instrumental) Learning
	Ch 3


UNIT 2

	Topic 
	Reading

	Introduction to Behavior Modification 
	Ch 6 & Ch 8 (pp 196-207)

	Behavior Modification: ABC Complexities 
	

	Factors Influencing Respondent & Operant Learning
	Ch 2 (pp 23-40)

Ch 4
Ch 7 (pp 157-161)

Reserved Reading: Rescorla Article

	Reinforcers & Punishers:  What is an SR ?
	Ch 7


UNIT 3
	Topic 
	Reading

	Secondary Reinforcers & Punishers
	Ch 2 (pp 34-36)
Ch 8 (pp 183-196)

	Shaping & Stimulus Control of Behavior
	Ch 9 & Ch 5

	Extinction of Learned Behavior
	Ch 2 (pp 29-34)

Ch 3 (pp 62-67, 74-75)

	Schedules of Reinforcement
	Ch 13 (pp 286-312)



UNIT 4
	Topic 
	Reading

	Aversive Control of Behavior
	Ch 14

	Learning & Maladaptive Behavior
	Ch 13 (pp 312-315)

Reserved Reading #4: Skinner Article

	Behavior Therapy: Counter Conditioning & Inhibitory Conditioning
	Ch 2 (36-40)
Reserved Reading #6: Jones Article

	Behavior Therapy: Exposure Therapies
	Reserved Reading: TBA


MAKE-UP EXAMS: It is expected that you will take each examination at the scheduled time.  A make-up exam can be taken only for excused absences.  Unless highly unusual circumstances prevail, approval for excused absences must be obtained prior to the scheduled exam.  If you fail to take an examination (i.e.,an unexcused absence), you will receive a score of zero for that exam.
ATTENDANCE: Students are required to attend all scheduled classes.   Attending class and taking good notes are important keys to your success in the classroom.  If you know that you will be missing a class, please contact me ahead of time.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you need any special accommodations due to a disability, please see me after class and/or contact the Academic Achievement Program (Phone: x8547).  Reasonable and appropriate accommodations will be arranged.

GETTING HELP: If you find that you are having difficulties with the any of the material please contact me as soon as possible!  Do not wait until late in the course.  It is difficult to significantly improve your grade if there is only a few weeks left in the course.  I am happy to help you.  If you are not able to see me during office hours we can make other arrangements.  Tutoring is available through the Academic Achievement Program (Phone: x8547)

Writing Assignments

The rubric, below, may be useful as a guide to how I will evaluate writing assignments.  I will score each writing assignment on a scale of 1-5 for writing quality and 1-5 on the content (concepts/meaning) of what you have written and the sum will be recorded as your score.
	Criteria

	Writing Quality

	
	The paper contains no spelling errors.

	
	Proper grammar and punctuation are used.

	
	The paper has a logical organization

	
	The ideas are presented clearly.

	
	The word choices used convey the intended meaning.

	Content 


	
	The assigned topic is directly addressed.

	
	Concepts are accurate & tied to material from the course

	
	Explanations are complete, yet concise.

	
	The paper demonstrates that you understand the material

	
	Concepts paraphrased appropriately 

	
	The paper is the assigned length.


3
 1 


